We appreciate the interesting comments made by Dr Tsuda regarding the positive association of sodium intake with PAI-1 levels found in our study .1 The possible link with nitric oxide (NO) production is a very good point because there are some polymorphisms in the endothelial nitric oxide synthase gene (eNO) associated with NO production which may be responsible for the increased sensitivity of blood pressure to sodium intake. 2 Unfortunately, our study was cross-sectional, so we could not perform an intervention in dietary sodium and classified subjects in salt resistant or salt sensitive. We did not measure urinary metabolites of NO in this study but is something to evaluate in the future. Based on animal studies, we expect an inverse association between PAI-1 and NO because inhaled NO can suppress elevated PAI-1 expression as observed in acute lung injury rodent model. 3
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